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PREFACE

The National Lumber Grades Authority (NLGA) was incorporated
under Federal Charter on January 12, 1971, as the
organization responsible for writing and maintaining Canadian
lumber grading rules.

The NLGA Rule is approved and enforced by the
Canadian Lumber Standards Accreditation Board (CLSAB)
and by the American Lumber Standard Committee
(ALSC) Board of Review. This approval enables
acceptance under Canadian and U.S. building codes.

The National Grading Rule (NGR) for all North American
dimension lumber 2" to 4" thick, as developed by the National
Grading Rule Committee*, isincorporated intothe NLGA Grading
Rule. The NGR establishes standard lumber grades and grade
names, assuring users of uniform design and performance for
all commercial species of dimension lumber.

Note: The ALSC Board of Review does not approve design
values for use in Canada and the CSA Technical
Committee on Engineering Design in Wood does not
approve design values for use in the U.S.

The membership of NLGA consists of the lumber manufacturers’
associations and independent grading agencies operating in
Canada that have been accredited by the CLSAB and by the
ALSC Board of Review. A list of members and facsimiles
of their grade stamps are given on pages 243 to 248
inclusive.

* A committee authorized under the U.S. Department of Commerce
Voluntary Product Standard 20 with Canadian representation.

Note: This English version of the NLGA Standard Grading
Rules for Canadian Lumber takes precedence over all
othertranslatedversions. Otherlanguage versions are
translated for convenience only and in the case of a
dispute, the English version shall take precedence.
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